
 

The Sun and Moon Stood Still 

Edited from https://creation.com/joshuas-long-day  

The Bible is full of miracles — from God’s creative acts of Genesis 1, through the resurrection of Christ and to the 

wonderful events of Revelation 22.  The Bible does not tell us how any of these happen, other than that God wills 

them to happen and they do.  He may use (intensify) some existing natural law (as in Noah’s Flood), or all participation 

of nature may be excluded (as in the Resurrection).  Often the miraculous effect lies in the providential timing of 

natural events (as in God’s partition of the Red Sea by a strong wind that blew all night—Exodus 14:21). 

Miracles rest on testimony, not on scientific analyses.  While it is interesting to speculate on how God might have 

performed any particular Biblical miracle, including Joshua’s long day, ultimately those claiming to be disciples of Jesus 

Christ (who authenticated the divine record of the Bible) must accept them, by faith. 

There is not one logical, scientific reason to claim that, given a God powerful enough to create a universe in six days, 

Joshua’s long day ‘could not have happened’. 

 

Some suggested answers as to how it might have happened, practically, can be divided into three main categories: 

1. Some form of refraction (bending) of the light from the sun and the moon. According to this view, God 

miraculously caused the sunlight and moonlight to continue in Canaan for ‘about a whole day’. 

2. A wobble in the direction of the Earth’s axis of rotation. 

3. A slowing of the Earth’s rotation. 

You can read more details here: https://creation.com/joshuas-long-day  

 

One interesting point mentioned in that page is that opponents of the Bible often criticise it of being “geocentric” – 

that is, that the Earth is at the centre of the solar-system/universe and everything revolves around it.  Joshua’s 

command to the sun to stand still is often used by these opponents. 

But the Bible uses the language of appearance and observation, and people do exactly the same thing.  We talk about 

‘sunrise and sunset’ for example.  We talk about the sun “being overhead” or “in the East”, and so on. 

In fact, the mention of the moon also standing still seems to confirm both the divine authorship of the account and 

the fact that it is the Earth which moves.  Since all Joshua needed was extra sunlight, and most ancients believed the 

sun moves, not the Earth, a human author of a fictitious account would only have needed to refer to the sun stopping. 

 

Many cultures have legends that seem to be based on this event.  For example, there is a Greek myth of Apollo’s son, 

Phaethon, who disrupted the sun’s course for a day.  And since Joshua 10 is historical, cultures on the opposite side of 

the world should have legends of a long night.  In fact, the New Zealand Maori people have a myth about how their 

hero Maui slowed the sun before it rose, while the Mexican Annals of Cuauhtitlan (the history of the empire of 

Culhuacan and Mexico) records a night that continued for an extended time. 
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